
Temple Isaiah, 1404 Stony Brook Rd, Stony Brook, NY 11790 • 631-751-8518

of Stony Brook, New York

Vol. 3, Issue 3 A February–March 2024

The Temple Times
Happy Purim

Purim Spiel & Service and Purim Carnival
Saturday, March 23rd and Sunday, March 24th



 

2

Temple Isaiah Upcoming Events

Temple Isaiah is pleased to offer the following events. Please watch for details and invitation links:

A	Shabbat Services: 
	 Friday, Feb. 2nd:		  Erev Shabbat Service at 6:00 pm

	 Friday, Feb. 9th:		  Erev Shabbat Service at 7:30 pm

	 Friday, Feb. 16th:		  Tot Shabbat Sevice at 5:30 pm / Erev Shabbat Service at 7:30 pm

	 Friday, Feb. 23rd:		  Erev Shabbat Service at 7:30 pm

	 Friday, March 1st:		  Erev Shabbat Service at 6:00 pm

	 Saturday, March 2nd:	 Shabbat Morning Service, 10:00 am

	 Friday, March 8th:		  Erev Shabbat Service at 7:30 pm

	 Friday, March 15th:		  Tot Shabbat Sevice at 5:30 pm / Erev Shabbat Service at 7:30 pm

	 Friday, March 22nd:		  Erev Shabbat Service at 7:30 pm

	 Friday, March 29th:		  Erev Shabbat Sisterhood Led Service at 7:30 pm

A	Holiday Services & Events: 

	 Saturday, March 23rd:	 Purim Megillah Sevice & Spiel at 6:30 pm

	 Sunday, March 24th:		 Purim Carnival at 9:00 am

A	Shabbat Torah Study with Rabbi Gray: 
	 Saturdays: Feb. 3rd, 10th, & 24th and March 9th, 16th, 23rd, & 30th

A	Tanakh Study with Rabbi Karol: 
	 Sundays: Feb. 4th & 11th and March 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, & 31st

A	Adult Education – Introduction to Judaism with Rabbi Gray:
	 Wednesdays: Feb. 7th (6:00 pm), 14th, 21st, & 28th and March 6th (6:00 pm), 13th, 20th, & 27th at 7:00 pm

A	Committee, School, Club, and Board Meetings & Events: 
	 Saturday, Feb. 3rd:		  PA Bingo at 6:00 pm

	 Sunday, Feb. 4th:		  PA at 9:30 am and Shabbat Singers at 11:00 am

	 Wednesday, Feb. 7th:	 Ritual Committee at 7:30 pm

	 Monday, Feb. 12th:		  Religious School Committee at 7:30 pm

	 Tuesday, Feb. 13th:		  Sisterhood Schmooze on Zoom at 7:30 pm

	 Saturday, Feb. 24th:		 Brotherhood Comedy Night at 6:45 pm

	 Monday, Feb. 26th:		  Board of Trustees at 7:30 pm

	 Tuesday, Feb. 27th:		  Book Group at 1:00 pm

	 Wednesday, March 6th:	 Ritual Committee at 7:30 pm

	 Sunday, March 10th:		 PA at 9:30 am

	 Tuesday, March 12th:	 Sisterhood Schmooze on Zoom at 7:30 pm

	 Sunday, March 17th:		 Brotherhood at 9:00 am and Shabbat Singers at 11:00 am

	 Monday, March 18th:	 Board of Trustees at 7:30 pm

	 Tuesday, March 26th:	 Book Group at 1:00 pm

Prayer, Study and Community

@TempleIsaiahSB Member Union for Reform Judaism facebook
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Rabbi’s Reflections

Rabbi Joshua Gray

A Song for Everyone at Temple Isaiah

Shalom Temple Mishpachah!

I want to begin with a “todah rabah,” 
or “thank you so much.” Our family’s  
first 6 months here have been full of 
so much love and light. We could not 
ask for a more warm and welcoming
congregation to now call family. I am 
not only thrilled that we are sojourn-
ing together, but that our adventure 
has just begun! In Torah, we have 
entered into the Book of Exodus  
(Shemot), and as of the writing of 
this piece, we find ourselves on the 
precipice of the Yam Suf’, or the 
“Sea of Reeds.” We will soon cross 
this sea, and joyously ring out the 
words of Shirat ha-Yam, or the “Song 
of the Sea.” Both Moses and Miriam 
led the people of Israel in song after
overcoming seemingly insurmount-
able obstacles during the initial 
flight from harsh bondage in Egypt 
and the hardened heart of a Pharaoh.

As a people, we are still reeling from 
the horrific events of October 7th, 
and the large uptick in antisemitism 
and anti-Jewish hatred that contin-
ues to manifest in its wake. It can 
be easy to look at the proverbial sea 
that stands before us and feel over-
whelmed with anxiety and fear. We 
can continue to find our way through 
the roughest of waters by coming  
together as a kehilla kedosha (a holy 
community). Our gathering directly 
following the attack was a prime ex-
ample of how necessary the warmth  

of our congregation is. At the end of 
the day, life is better when we have 
one another. Our Temple serves as a 
Beit T’filah (House of Prayer) during  
our Shabbat and holiday services. 
Our Tu B’Shevat Seder was won-
derful, and we are already looking  
to the jubilance that Purim will bring 
in March. 

If you feel the ruach move you, I urge 
you to attend our newly-introduced 
Saturday morning Shabbat Servic-
es, occurring on the first Saturday 
of each month. Our next gathering, 
complete with Torah discussion, will 
be on February 3rd. We also function 
as a Beit Midrash (House of Study). 
We gather for Torah discussions every  
Saturday morning, and we currently 
meet on Wednesday nights for the 
beautifully-broad “Introduction to 
Judaism‘’ class. Finally, our Temple 
is ultimately a Beit Knesset, a house 
of gathering. Temple Isaiah is your 
home away from home; we gather to-
gether during times of joy, and also 
times of strain and sadness. 

Some of our Great Sages wonder 
whether the Israelites began to sing 
once they had crossed the Sea of 
Reeds, or if they started the melody 
when they were still traveling through 
the unknown of miraculously parted 
waters. We often sing out in joy, but 
sometimes use song as a coping 
mechanism when we are unsure or 
stressed. Wherever you are on your 

journey, there is a song for you here 
at Temple. There are no wrong notes, 
and there is no improper time to let 
your voice ring out. Whether full of 
simcha or tzures, your tune is need-
ed by all of us. Remember you are 
enough, and you are doing enough. 
The Babylonian Talmud tells us, “If 
you take on too much, you have tak-
en on nothing” (Yoma 80a). 

The winter months can certainly 
come with a sense of gloom for many, 
and I warmly invite you to become a 
part of the joy that is buzzing here at 
Temple Isaiah. Our Religious School 
is back in attendance, our Shabbatot 
are full of love and song, and our 
learning is rich and growing. I firmly 
believe that there is truly something 
for everyone here within our beauti-
ful and warm congregation. 

May we all be blessed to take on just 
enough; to cross the sea at our own 
pace, and to trust in the fact that 
God will be with us regardless. We 
at Temple Isaiah are here to journey 
with you. “...There is no way to get 
from here to there except by joining 
hands, marching together.” It is then 
that we sing the Song of the Sea in 
unison.

L’Shalom,
Rabbi Josh
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Please help us to maintain Temple 
Isaiah as a house of worship, a 
house of learning, and a house of 
assembly by becoming a Sustain-
ing Member. 
 
It is here where you celebrate life-
cycle events, and it is here where 
you will find consolation and  

encouragement when you need 
it. It is only with your financial  
support that Temple Isaiah will 
be able to continue to provide  
education, worship services, and 
compassionate support for people 
who are experiencing loss, crisis, or  
illness. Won’t you please perform 
the mitzvah of tzedakah at Temple 

Isaiah? If you are able to make a 
contribution as a Sustaining Mem-
ber, you will be providing revenue 
for regular as well as unforeseen 
expenses, and you will be helping 
us plan for future generations.
 
Please join our growing list of  
Sustaining Members:

Jamie & Dr. Hilton Adler

Paula & Craig Balaban

Paula & Steve Bennett

Brooke & David Chesler

Pamela Feldman

Barbara Fine

Eileen & Rabbi Adam Fisher

Essie & Mark Freilach

Rose French

Suzanne Gabrielsen

Anita & Stewart Gaffan

Meghan & Rabbi Joshua Gray

Barbara & Gary Kamen

Howard Kanowitz

Honey & Arnold Katz

Donna & Stephen Karol

Joan & Jason Kitt

Cara & Peter Klein

Carl Kravitz

Dreania & Micheal LeVine

Barbara Meyer

Pat & Jeff Muhlrad

Donna & Lloyd Newman

Myra & Alan Rosofsky

Sue & Dean Rosenzweig

Linda & David Rothbaum

Dale & Marc Salzberg

Iris & David Schiff

Margaret & Jay Schoenfeld

Sheila & David Silberhartz

Gloria & Mark Snyder

Irva & Saul Steinweis

Diane & Steve Weitzman

Sustaining Members & Friends 
of Temple Isaiah 2024

@TempleIsaiahSB Member Union for Reform Judaism facebook
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Dear Friends,

The year 2024 is off to a wonderful 
start! I wish you all a happy, healthy, 
and prosperous New Year! I am en-
tering my third year as President of 
Temple Isaiah, and I realize more 
and more what an honor it is to hold 
this position. I will always strive to 
keep our Temple moving forward 
to even greater achievements in all  
areas of our Community and Life.

We had our first Saturday morning 
Shabbat Torah service on Jan. 6th, 
with a Torah discussion. This service 
will be held on the first Saturday of 
every month following the 6pm Friday 
night service. Please join us and stay 
for bagels and a schmooze.

We held our Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Shabbat service on Friday, Jan.  
12th. Reverend Lisa Williams from 
the Bethel AME Church of Setauket 
was our guest speaker. It was truly 
an enriching and spiritual experi-
ence for the many congregants who 
attended as well as for guests from 
the Bethel Church!

On Saturday, January 20th, our 
guests enjoyed a variety of Broadway 

hits as performed by our talented 
members of all ages. This special 
night was directed by Meghan Gray, 
with accompaniment of Dan Fogel. A 
wonderful time was had by all.

Rabbi Josh has started his Adult Ed 
Class, “Introduction To Judaism” on
Wednesday evenings. This class will 
run for another 15 weeks, covering a 
different topic each week.

On Saturday, February 24th we will 
come together to experience joy and
laughter at our “Brotherhood Comedy 
Night!” Tickets are already available,
and you can reach out to any Broth-
erhood member, or simply call the 
Temple office.

I am extremely fortunate to have had 
continuous contact with Rabbi Josh, 
and I hope to heighten our relation-
ship even more. My relationship with 
all our members and staff has also 
been a wonderful source of enjoy-
ment. The religious school is running 
smoothly. I want to thank Rabbi Josh 
and all our wonderful, talented and 
caring teachers.

We are all looking forward this year’s  
Purim Spiel on Saturday evening, 

March 23rd, at 6:30pm. We will have 
our talented students and congre-
gants performing under the skillful 
leadership of Musical Meg, Rabbi 
Josh, and Dan “the piano man” Fogel.  
This year’s spiel is going to be fabu-
lous! And Sunday, March 24th we 
are going to have the most incred-
ible PURIM CARNIVAL that we have 
ever had. We will also have plenty of 
Hamantaschen!! Please join us and 
bring friends.

I hope you are all as excited as I am 
about the direction in which Temple 
Isaiah is heading and the events that 
we have already created! Stay tuned 
for a lot more to come!

Howie Kanowitz

A Message From Our President

Howard Kanowitz

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

Whether you have happy news (simchas) or sad news (tzures), we hope you will share it with us. Please let us 

know about births, engagements, weddings, and other happy occasions, as well as hospitalizations, sicknesses,  

or deaths. If you would like one of our rabbis to officiate at a funeral, please speak to Rabbi Gray before   

scheduling. Our sanctuary is available for funeral or memorial services.

Simchas & Tzures
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Throughout the years Temple Isaiah’s Social Action Committee has fostered tzedakah by creating oppor-
tunities for giving to those in need. We have collected food for Thanksgiving, winter coats for adults and 
children, care packages for Jewish soldiers, holiday toys for children, and more. We know that charity and 
giving is an important part of tzedakah, and our committee will continue to create these opportunities.

Maimonides is known to have said that giving anonymous donations to unknown recipients is the second 
highest form of tzedakah. What is the highest level? It is to give a gift, loan, or partnership that will help 
the recipient support himself.

Last month, through the organizations Abraham’s Table and the Poor People’s Campaign, I attended a  
conference entitled, “Don’t Blame Poor People.” The workshops were calls to action to address the  
structural causes of poverty in our region. Within the next month, I hope to learn specific actions we can 
take on such issues as racism in housing, inequities in health care, and more. Below is a prayer that was 
shared by Abraham’s Table:

A Prayer for Love

G-d, we pray for love,
For the compassion to love our

neighbors as ourselves.
We pray for people and communities

struggling with poverty,
We pray for their children.

We pray for people struggling to get out
of debt, for young people who can’t

afford a college education.
We pray for our leaders,

We pray for our economy – that it may
be built on right relationships.

We pray for an economy built on love.

Iris Schiff, Social Action Chairperson: idschiff@optonline.net

Social Action Actions

@TempleIsaiahSB Member Union for Reform Judaism facebook

Temple Isaiah Committees & Clubs
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The Temple Isaiah Book Discussion Group welcomes everyone to our February meeting, where we will be  
discussing The Plot Against America by Philip Roth.

All Temple members are welcome to participate and encouraged to bring a friend along to join in the lively  
facilitated discussions. The more perspectives present, the more intriguing the conversation.

Meeting: Tuesday, February 27h at 1:00 pm in the Rabbi Adam D. Fisher Library. If you have any  questions 
please contact Carole-Ann Gordon at yescag18@gmail.com

Temple Isaiah Committees & Clubs

TI Book Group – Read All About It!

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

Our TI Caring Committee is now up and running. Our mission is to help celebrate your simchas, and provide  
support during difficult life events. We can connect with you through phone calls and mailed cards, and can also 
provide referrals to outside resources when they’re needed.

We can only do this work if we hear from the congregation. If you have good news to share (a birth, wedding, etc.), 
please let us know. If you or a family member are facing a serious illness or challenge, or you have experienced 
the loss of a loved one, please tell us. 

If you are feeling isolated and would like an occasional phone call, we’ll be there if you reach out. All you need to 
do is email us at ticaringcommittee@gmail.com, call Sue Rosenzweig at 516-429-0620, or call the Temple office 
at 631-751-8518. Our committee will always respect your privacy.

If you would like to volunteer, please reach out to us. We’d love to have you join us.

Comments from the Caring Committee

Ritual Committee Request

In accordance with Temple Isaiah’s practice of keeping the Misheberach list current we will be updating the 
list quarterly. Should you wish to keep or add your loved ones’ names to the list, please email the Temple office  
at administrator@templeisaiahsb.org or telephone the office at 631-751-8518.

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
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Temple Isaiah Committees & Clubs

Happy Winter 2024 from Temple 
Isaiah Sisterhood!

We have been busy making plans 
for our 2024 Winter/Spring season. 
This season we will be focusing on 
strengthening our Sisterhood friend-
ships. We welcome all Temple Isaiah 
women to join our Sisterhood and be 
a part of our friendly group of sup-
portive women, with many talents 
and interests. To that end, we held 
our first off-site “Sisterhood Sunday 
Social” at Panera Bread in Port Jef-
ferson Station on December 3rd. It 
was a successful, stress-free, mess-
free afternoon and we all had fun, 
so we will be adding offsite “Sunday 
Socials” to our regular calendar. 

We met on zoom on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 9th to plan and organize our  
winter/spring events and activities. 
We are excited to announce our 

“Create a Special Tri-Corner Cookie” 
activity for families at this year’s  
Purim Carnival, where we will be 
donating a basket for PA’s Basket 
Raffle.

Save the date: 
Our Sisterhood led Shabbat Service 
will be on Friday, March 29th at 
7:30 pm.
Please join us for this lovely service. 
We will be having a special Oneg for 
this occasion and look forward to
worshipping with everyone.

Sisterhood Winter 2024 Schedule:

Sunday Sisterhood Socials:
Sunday, February 25th, Tentative 
and location TBD.

Sisterhood Zoom Schmoozing:
Tuesday, February 7th 7:30 pm.
Tuesday, March 14th 7:30 pm.

Coming in March:

L’ Dor v’Dor Jewish Baking Session: 
(Tentative, details to come) 
Sunday, March 3rd.

Create Your Own Masterpiece Cookie 
at the Purim Carnival:
Sunday, March 24th.

Sisterhood Led Shabbat Service:
Friday, March 29th at 7:30 pm.
There will be special melodies in-
cluded in the service, and a special 
Oneg to follow.
Looking forward to seeing you and 
having a great 2024!

With Very Best Wishes,
Paula Bennett
pbennett1000@gmail.com 

Schmoozing with Sisterhood
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Brotherhood wishes everyone a safe 
and warm winter.

The Bernie Friend Latke Bash was 
held December 10th and Brother-
hood, as always, was up bright and
early cutting onions and potatoes 
and frying up the many Latkes for 
all to enjoy. We are proud of this  
annual Brotherhood tradition. The 
event was part of the Temple-wide 
Hanukkah celebration and we were 
happy to participate along with the 
Religious School, Parents Associa-
tion, Sisterhood, and everyone in 
the greater Temple community. 

Brotherhood is now selling Super 
Bowl boxes. Don’t forget to get 
yours before the big game later this 
month.

Join us for Comedy Night 
Saturday, Feb. 24th at 7:45 pm. 
If you haven’t purchased a ticket or 
a table, please reach out to us at  
templeisaiahfundraiser@gmail.
com. A portion of the funds raised 
will go toward stroke awareness 
and other charitable causes. We 
can’t wait to laugh with everyone.

Temple Isaiah’s Purim Carnival 
Sunday, March 24th at 9:00 am. 
Once again, Brotherhood will be 
providing the Hamantaschen. We 
look forward to celebrating with  
everyone at this fun event.

Brotherhood Shabbat Service
will be taking place on Friday, April 
19th. Come participate with us.

Additional events are in the plan-
ning stages and details will be  
announced soon.

Brotherhood meets monthly in the 
Temple Kitchen. Bagels and Lox 
are always served. New members 
are always welcome. If you are in-
terested in learning more about 
Temple Isaiah’s Brotherhood and 
all the fun things we do, please 
contact me at jkitt29@aol.com

L’Shalom,
Jason Kitt
Brotherhood President

Breaking Bread with Brotherhood

Temple Isaiah Committees & Clubs

@TempleIsaiahSB Member Union for Reform Judaism facebook
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February 5, 1840 (Syria)

A blood libel known as the “Damascas Affair” started with the disappearance of a Franciscan monk. A number 

of Jews were accused of ritual murder and arrested by authorities, including 2 who died under torture, and 63 

children who were starved in an effort to extract confessions from their families. International pressure forced 

the charges to be dropped. The affair caused a resurgence of Zionist sentiment.

February 19, 1543 (Italy)

The “House of Catechumens” was established by the Vatican for the purpose of converting Jews. Supported 

by taxes on the Jewish population, a Jew sent to the “house” would undergo 40 days of intense “instruction.”

February 21, 1860 (United States)

Uriah P. Levy was appointed Commodore of the U.S. Eastern Mediterranean fleet.

March 4, 1820 (Russia)

Czar Alexander I prohibited Jews from employing Christian servants.

March 15, 1945 (Germany)

15 year old Anne Frank died from typhus in Bergen-Belson concentration camp, weeks before its liberation.

March 17, 1808 (France)

Napoleon issued the “Infamous Decree,” which cancelled any debt owed to Jews by military personnel or 

women, abolished freedom of trade for Jews, and forbid Jews from settling in certain areas around the Rhine.

March 28, 1932 (Eretz Israel)

The first Maccabiah Games were held in Tel Aviv with Jewish athletes from 21 countries competing.

Jewish Birthdays in February and March:
  

A  Betty Friedan, feminist/activist: 2/4/1921  A  Carole King, singer/songwriter: 2/9/1942  

A  Mark Spitz, Olympic swimming champion: 2/10/1950  A  Judy Blume, author: 2/12/1938

A  Ariel Sharon, Israeli Prime Minister: 2/27/1928  A  Elizabeth Taylor, actress/philanthropist: 2/27/1932

A  Yitzhak Rabin, Israeli Prime Minister: 3/1/1922  A  Rebecca Gratz, educator/philanthropist: 3/4/1781

A  Lillian Wald, nurse/humanitarian: 3/10/1867  A  Albert Einstein, physicist/humanitarian: 3/14/1879

A  Billy Crystal, actor/comedian: 3/14/1947  A  Ruth Bader Ginsberg, Supreme Court Justice: 3/15/1933  

A  Harry Houdini, illusionist/escape artist: 3/24/1874  A  Maimonides, physician/philosopher: 3/30/1135

This Month in Jewish History
February / March GK

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

Elizabeth Taylor

Albert Einstein

Ruth Bader Gindberg

Yitzhak Rabin
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Exciting News!
Purim Spiel & Service

Saturday, March 23rd

Purim Carnival
Sunday, March 24th



Rabbi / Cantor / Principal—Joshua Gray

Temple President—Howard Kanowitz

Administrator—Penny Gentile

Sisterhood President—Paula Bennett

Brotherhood President—Jason Kitt

Parents' Association Chair—Ellen Covino 

Rabbi Emeritus—Stephen A. Karol

Rabbi Emeritus—Adam D. Fisher

Cantor Emeritus—Michael F. Trachtenberg

Temple Isaiah   A    1404 Stony Brook Road, Stony Brook, N.Y.  11790 
(631) 751-8518   A    www.tisbny.org   A    administrator@TempleIsaiahsb.org

Sunshine Funds
It’s always the "right time" to make a contribu-
tion to your Temple, whether in honor of a living  
person or recent event, or in memory of some-
one special. Your donation can be added to your  
monthly invoice for easy book-keeping.

Minimum contribution is $10 

Prayer Book: 	 $45
Chumash: 	 $60
Tree of Life Leaf:	 $118
Pew Plaque: 	 $250
Memorial Board Plaque: 	 $360

Please call the office for more information regarding the 
above contributions. 

Beautification Fund
This fund exists to generate finances needed  
to renovate and beautify our synagogue. 

Our wall sculpture provides the opportunity to  
commemorate your support for Temple Isaiah.  
Plaques of different sizes are available in the  
following categories:

Contributor............... $250 per year for 3 years
Sponsor.................... $500 per year for 3 years
Patron.................... $1000 per year for 3 years
Benefactor.............. $2500 per year for 3 years

To make a contribution, or if you have any questions, 
please call the office at 751-8518.

@TempleIsaiahSB Member Union for Reform Judaism facebook


