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Temple Isaiah Upcoming Events

Temple Isaiah is pleased to offer the following events. Please watch for details and invitation links:

A Shabbat Services: 
 Friday, July 7th:  Rabbi Josh’s first Erev Shabbat Service at 6:00 pm. Special Oneg to follow.
 Friday, July 14th:  Erev Shabbat Service at 7:30 pm

 Friday, July 21st:  Erev Shabbat Service at 7:30 pm

 Friday, July 28th:  Erev Shabbat at the Beach at 7:00 pm

 Friday, August 4th:  Erev Shabbat Service at 6:00 pm

 Friday, August 11th:  Erev Shabbat Service at 7:30 pm

 Friday, August 18th:  Erev Shabbat Service at 7:30 pm

 Friday, August 25th:  Erev Shabbat at the Beach at 7:00 pm

A Holiday & Special Services: 

 Saturday, July 15th:  Stopsky Baby Naming from 12:00 - 3:00 pm

 Wednesday, July 26th: Tisha B’av Service at 7:00 pm

A Shabbat Torah Study with Rabbi Joshua Gray: 
 Saturdays: July 15th, 22nd, & 29th at 9:30 am / August 5th, 12th, 19th, & 26th at 9:30 am 

A Tanakh Study with Rabbi Karol: 
 Will resume after the High Holy Days

A Committee, Club, and Board Meetings & Events: 
 Tuesday, July 11th:  Sisterhood Schmooze on Zoom at 7:00 pm

 Tuesday, July 11th:  Ritual Committee at 7:30 pm

 Wednesday, July 12th: Membership CBC Committee at 730 pm

 Monday, July 17th:  Board of Trustees on Zoom at 7:30 pm

 Tuesday, July 18th:  Book Group at 1:00 pm

 Sunday, July 23rd:  Brotherhood Nosh with Josh at 10:00 am

 Tuesday, July 25th:  Religious School Committee at 7:30 pm on Zoom
 Thursday, August 3rd: Life Line Screening 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

 Monday, August 7th:  Ritual Committee at 7:30 pm

 Tuesday, August 8th:  Sisterhood Schmooze on Zoom at 7:00 pm

 Wednesday, August 9th: Membership CBC Committee at 7:00 pm

 Sunday, August 13th: Nosh with Josh at 10:00 am

 Thursday, August 17th: Faculty Writing Curriculum at 12:00 pm

 Monday, August 21st: Board of Trustees on Zoom at 7:30 pm

 Tuesday, August 22nd: Ritual Committee on Zoom at 7:30 pm

 Thursday, May 11th:  Brotherhood Schmooze at 7:30 pm on Zoom
 

prayer, sTudy and CommuniTy

@TempleIsaiahSB member union for reform Judaism facebook
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Rabbi’s Reflections

rabbi Joshua Gray

Our Bereishit
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Introducing Rabbi Joshua Gray

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

Whether you have happy news (simchas) or sad news (tzures), we hope you will share it with us. Please let us 

know about births, engagements, weddings, and other happy occasions, as well as hospitalizations, sicknesses,  

or deaths. If you would like one of our rabbis to officiate at a funeral, please speak to Rabbi Gay before   

scheduling. Our sanctuary is available for funeral or memorial services.

simChas & Tzures

@TempleIsaiahSB member union for reform Judaism facebook

Temple Isaiah’s New Rabbi 
Emphasizes Joyful Judaism

Temple Isaiah is launching a new  
direction this summer with a modern 
approach: Joyful Judaism – and the 
Temple’s search committee found 
the perfect spiritual leader to guide 
this transition.

“We’re very excited to welcome 
Rabbi Joshua Gray and his family to 
Long Island to bring music, spiritual-
ity and joy to our lives,” said Temple 
President Howie Kanowitz. “Upon 
receipt of the unanimous approval 
of the search committee, the Temple 
board and congregation, Rabbi Josh 
will serve as both rabbi and cantor. 
This is his first pulpit, and we hope 
he’ll lead our community for a long, 
long time.”

A recently ordained rabbi, at 36 years 
of age, he brings to his rabbinate  
a wealth of life, work, and Jewish 
service experience that makes him 
uniquely qualified to speak to the 
inclusive Jewish spirit of today. His 

life journey began in the theater.  
“My beginnings as a professional  
actor/singer opened my voice and 
spirit up to endless possibilities that 
manifest themselves in the way I  
approach Judaism; musically and 
full of ‘simcha’ (joy), acceptance 
and passion,” said Rabbi Josh. “I 
am also very family-oriented, as I 
believe that the voices of children 
and families in a sanctuary create 
holiness. My amazing wife, Meghan, 
is my favorite cantorial soloist, with 
her incredible voice and spirit. Our 
children, Cameron (8) and Lena (3), 
keep us engaged with the youngest 
of congregants.”
 
Prior work experience in Rabbi Josh’s 
background added an additional skill 
set to his already impressive resumé.
“In addition to his warmth and ap-
proachability, Rabbi Josh has a BA in 
Psychology from Penn State and has 
worked in the field of mental health, 
which we considered to be a bonus, 
especially in the stressful times in 
which we live,” said Marge Weiser, 
co-chair of the search committee. 

Working with a Reform and a Con-
servative congregation upstate, he 
designed and delivered a three-part 
course on mental health and well-
ness as seen through a Jewish lens.
In a cover letter sent with his resumé 
Rabbi Josh wrote, “To put it simply, I 
am a Rabbi who tries to live the spirit 
of ‘Hineini- Here I am!’”

His exuberance for Judaism, schol-
arship, pastoral care, liturgy, and 
teaching all ages shines through. 
“After a time as an independent  
rabbi providing ritual services, life-
cycle events and Jewish education, 
he is ready to be infused with the 
soul of a community and become a
congregational rabbi.

“Every member of the search com-
mittee had the same feeling after 
our first interview with Rabbi Josh,” 
said member Gary Kamen. “It felt as 
though it was divine intervention that 
brought him to us. In Yiddish the 
word is bashert... which translates 
in English to ‘meant to be’. We are 
delighted to have found each other.”

by donna newman
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Get ready for Joyful Judaism! 

Those of us who have met our new  
Rabbi Joshua Gray have already 
been inspired by his enthusiasm,  
energy, spirituality, and his love of 
Judaism. His compassionate and 
caring personality will set a wonder-
ful example for our youth. We look 
forward to the rebirth and energizing 
of Temple Isaiah as we once again 
engage our Temple community and 
beyond! 

As of the writing of this article, 
Rabbi Josh is preparing a beautiful 

Havdalah service, in which he will be 
joined by his wife, Meghan. We know 
that this will be the first of many 
times that Meghan will grace us with 
her lovely voice.

We will be celebrating Shabbat with 
Rabbi Josh and his family on July 7th 
at 6pm. I hope everyone will come out 
to meet our new Rabbi and Meghan! 
Of course, there will be many more 
beautiful services to come.

Be on the lookout for additional  
opportunities to meet Rabbi Josh. 
We are planning Nosh with Josh 

meetings at Temple, as well as at the 
homes of congregants. And be on the 
lookout for our energetic new Rabbi 
at parks, on trails and maybe even at 
your favorite supermarket.

We look forward to reviving many of 
our programs, from Tot Shabbat to 
Adult Education. Rabbi Josh can’t 
wait to meet our children of all ages.
We will embark on this exciting jour-
ney together, and we will embrace all 
the possibilities that lie ahead.

A Message From Our President

howard KanowiTz

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

Making it Home

Home is a place you always have. It’s 
a place you’ve been to before, and a 
place that you continue to take with 
you. It’s like an invisible suitcase 
that holds memories, warm blankets, 
company and lots of light. This home 
is within us, and we hold it’s con-
tents even though it can be heavy
sometimes.

One time I took a trip to home. This 
trip was long, but I had already been. 

I already knew. There were lots of  
stories and blankets to keep me com-
pany and I had it with me even before 
I got there. It had stories, memories 
and plenty of warmth and light. I was 
home. I was always there, but came 
back to stay.

Thank you for helping us find our 
home here, and welcoming us with 
open arms. We cannot wait to col-
laborate, connect and share love 
and light together for many years to 
come.

mindful maTTers wiTh rebbeTzin meGhan
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Please help us to maintain Temple 
Isaiah as a house of worship, a 
house of learning, and a house of 
assembly by becoming a Sustain-
ing Member. 
 
It is here where you celebrate life-
cycle events, and it is here where 
you will find consolation and  

encouragement when you need 
it. It is only with your financial  
support that Temple Isaiah will 
be able to continue to provide  
education, worship services, and 
compassionate support for people 
who are experiencing loss, crisis, or  
illness. Won’t you please perform 
the mitzvah of tzedakah at Temple 

Isaiah? If you are able to make a 
contribution as a Sustaining Mem-
ber, you will be providing revenue 
for regular as well as unforeseen 
expenses, and you will be helping 
us plan for future generations.
 
Please join our growing list of  
Sustaining Members:

Jamie & Dr. Hilton Adler

Judith Albano

Paula & Craig Balaban

Paula & Steve Bennett

Shari & Alan Countess

Ellen & Christopher Covino

Pamela Feldman

Barbara & Jerry Fine

Eileen & Adam Fisher

Essie & Mark Freilach

Rose French

Suzanne Gabrielsen

Anita & Stewart Gaffan

Susan & Fred Goldhaber

Tina Dunayer & Harold Guberman

Carole-Ann Gordon

Nancy Goroff

Barbara & Gary Kamen

Howard Kanowitz

Pat Urquhart & Randee Kanter

Donna & Stephen Karol

Bonnie Katz

Honey & Arnold Katz

Joan & Jason Kitt

Carl Kravitz

Bernice Kornfield-Premisler

Dreannia & Micheal LeVine

Barbara Meyer

Donna & Lloyd Newman

Theo Pavlides

Myra & Alan Rosofsky

Sue & Dean Rosenzweig

Linda & Brad Rothbaum

Iris & David Schiff

Margaret & Jay Schoenfeld

Sheila & David Silberhartz

Elisa Frank & George Sterman

Irva & Saul Steinweis

Phyllis Sterne

Marge & Paul Weiser

Diane & Steve Weitzman

Sustaining Members & Friends 
of Temple Isaiah 2023
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It is an honor and a privilege to 
have been asked to serve as the 
Principal of the Rabbi Harvey  
Witman Religious School for a 
third time, proving the wisdom 
of the late great New York Yan-
kee and Rabbinic sage (even if he 
wasn’t Jewish or ordained) Yogi 
Berra, who often commented, “It
ain’t over until it’s over.” 

Anyone who works as a Jewish 
professional knows the accuracy 
and wisdom contained in that 
saying. This adage is definitely 
true in Jewish education where 
teachers and administrators are 
constantly planning three to six 
months ahead to ensure that the 
educational program and special 
days, trips and holiday projects 
will be significant, meaningful 
and age-appropriate.

When I began working at Temple 
Isaiah in 1980 I quickly solid- 
ified my admiration for Harvey  
Witman’s skill as an able and wise 
teacher and as a superb school 

administrator. Harvey was always 
at the creative edge of Religious 
School programming, mixing  
informal youth group techniques 
with formal classroom instruc-
tion, many years before such 
techniques were even on the radar 
screens of Jewish organizations.

In 1987, in the journal honoring 
Harvey, the congregation’s then 
Rabbi, and now Rabbi Emeritus 
Adam Fisher commented, “Harvey  
Witman is loved and respected 
and considered a friend by his 
students, their parents, and the 
faculty as well. He has created 
one of the finest religious schools
in the New York area, and is him-
self an important model for all of 
what it means to be a Jew in our 
time.” More than 35 years later 
it’s still true.

I summed up all that Harvey is 
and has meant to our Temple the 
last time I was Principal by quot-
ing the Danny Siegel poem, “And 
God Braided Eve’s Hair.” 

If you always assume
The man sitting next to you
Is the messiah
waiting for some simple human 
kindness 
You will soon come to weigh your 
words
and watch your hands.
And if he so chooses
Not to reveal himself in your time 
It will not matter.

I am humbled, honored and con-
sider myself privileged to once 
again follow the path trod by  
Harvey Witman as the Principal of 
Temple Isaiah’s, now aptly named,
Rabbi Harvey Witman Religious 
School, and I look forward to 
working with an incredible team 
of educators to continue the tra-
dition of bringing a high level of 
Reform Jewish education to the
Three Village area.

Chazak, chazak, v’nitchazayk.
Stephen Weitzman
Principal

from The prinCipal’s desK

Temple Isaiah Religious School
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Although it may be hard to beat 
the huge success of our Pride 
Shabbat in June, we do have  
other wonderful ideas and events 
on the horizon. 

It was brought to my attention 
that there may be some teens 
who are seeking the opportunity 
to participate, and the Social  
Action Committee welcomes the 
vitality and enthusiasm of our 
teen population. Please contact 
me if you have your own thoughts 
for tikkun olam, and we will do 
what we can to help you. If you 

see anything in this column that 
inspires you, we of course wel-
come your help.

At this time our committee is 
starting to plan Mitzvah Day, 
which will be held on Sunday,  
November 5th. This year’s theme  
is “Communal Responsibility,”  
and this ties in with “Justice, 
justice you shall pursue…” Our 
Religious School teachers will 
develop this concept with age  
appropriate discussions and ac-
tivities. Our committee hopes 
that congregants will also have 

ideas about our responsibilities 
to various other communities of 
people, as well as to our nation! 
All ideas, activities, and projects 
are welcome. If you have the 
“seed” of an idea, we will help to 
nurture and develop it.

Iris Schiff
Social Action Chairperson
Call or text: 631 807-2043

soCial aCTion aCTions

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

Temple Isaiah Committees & Clubs

The Rabbi Transition Committee 
has been busy preparing for the 
arrival and integration of Rabbi 
Joshua Gray and his family into 
our Temple community. 

Our two-part mission is to assist 
the Grays as they relocate to our 
area and to help guide Rabbi Josh 
as he meets the members of our
congregation and takes on the  
responsibilities of his position.

The Grays were welcomed with a 
basket of goodies and gift certifi-
cates and provided with resources 
to aid them in their adjustment to 
Long Island. 

Rabbi Josh and Meghan led a 
beautiful “Heneini” Havdalah 
Service on July 1st, which was 
proceeded by a Potluck Dinner. 
He will lead his first musical 
Shabbat on On July 7th, which 

will be followed by a festive oneg.
In the coming months we will be 
creating various opportunities for 
congregants to meet Rabbi Josh 
in person. Please help us in wel-
coming Rabbi Josh, Meghan and 
their children to Temple Isaiah!

L’Shalom,
Ellen Covino and Gary Kamen
Committee Co-Chairs

rabbi TransiTion CommiTTee reporT

@TempleIsaiahSB member union for reform Judaism facebook



9

The TI Book Discussion Group  
welcomes everyone to our July 
meeting, where we will be dis-
cussing The Matchmaker’s Gift by  
Linda Cohen Loigmanas, our last 
book for 5783.

Also at this meeting we will be 
making book choices for the up-
coming 5784 New Year! All  
Temple members are welcome to 
participate and encouraged to bring 
a friend along to join in the lively 

facilitated discussions. Meeting: 
Tuesday, July 18th at 1:00 pm in 
the Rabbi Adam D. Fisher Library. 
Any questions? Contact Carole-Ann 
Gordon at yescag18@gmail.com

Temple Isaiah Committees & Clubs

Ti booK Group – read all abouT iT!

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

Our TI Caring Committee is now up 
and running. Our mission is to help 
celebrate your simchas, and provide 
support during difficult life events. 
We can connect with you through 
phone calls and mailed cards, and 
can also provide referrals to outside 
resources when they’re needed.

We can only do this work if we hear 
from the congregation. If you have 

good news to share (a birth, wed-
ding, etc.), please let us know. If 
you or a family member are facing 
a serious illness or challenge, or you 
have experienced the loss of a loved 
one, please tell us. 

If you are feeling isolated and 
would like an occasional phone 
call, we’ll be there if you reach out. 
All you need to do is email us at  

ticaringcommittee@gmail.com, call 
Sue Rosenzweig at 516-429-0620,  
or call the temple office at 631- 
751-8518. Our committee will  
always respect your privacy.

If you would like to volunteer, please 
reach out to us. We’d love to have 
you join us.

CommenTs from The CarinG CommiTTee

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A

Temple Isaiah Authors!

Temple Isaiah is looking to celebrate 
our members who are published  
authors!

Beginning in September we will 
feature a wonderful display of our 
authors’ books (Judaic, memoirs, 
poetry, nonfiction, fiction, self help, 
etc.) in the lobby showcase. 

Look for more details about this  
special event in the days to come. 
Authors, please let us know that you 
would like to be included. Contact 
Carole-Ann: yescag18@gmail.com

rabbi adam d. fisher library speCial evenT
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Temple Isaiah Committees & Clubs

Dear All,

Lots of great things are happen-
ing at Temple Isaiah. Sisterhood is 
very excited to welcome Rabbi Gray, 
Meghan and their beautiful children 
to our Temple and local community. 
We are very much looking forward to 
Joyful Judaism at Temple Isaiah. We 
greatly appreciate everyone’s efforts 
to welcome them and help them get 
settled here.

Sisterhood is pleased to announce 
that we will be participating with 
Brotherhood and other Temple com-
mittees to have a couple of “Knosh 
with Josh” Sunday brunch sessions 
this summer. This will be a won-
derful opportunity to forge mutual  
connections and we encourage you 
to participate in this wonderful  
opportunity.

We want to make sure that everyone 
knows that Sisterhood activities are 

open to all and not just Sisterhood 
members. We are currently working 
on calendar dates for Sisterhood 
sponsored activities for this summer 
and for 5784. Save a space on your 
calendar... 

Sisterhood Zoom Schmooze: 
Tuesday July 11th and 
Tuesday August at 8th at 7 pm.
(Zoom meeting IDs and passcodes 
will be posted on the weekly Temple 
e-blast).

Temple Isaiah Women’s “Bring Your 
Own Bag Dinner Social at West 
Meadow Beach”
Sponsored by Sisterhood. 
August Weeknight Date TBA 
Beverages and dessert provided.
Open to Everyone!!! 

“Make One Ahead of Time” High 
Holiday Challah Bake with Andrea
Barbakoff
August Date TBA.

Sisterhood’s Welcome Back Brunch 
and Membership Drive: 
Sunday, Sept. 10th at 10:00 am.

Our Sisterhood is a caring, sharing 
community of women of all ages 
with a love of Judaism and our  
Temple. We have many engaging 
activities: spiritual, cultural, and  
social, paired with the goals of help-
ing our Temple and community. 
Please join us!

Looking Forward to Joyful Judaism 
at Temple Isaiah!

With Very Best Wishes,
Paula Bennett and 
Carole-Ann Gordon
TI Sisterhood
pbennett1000@gmail.com 
yescag18@gmail.com

sChmoozinG wiTh sisTerhood

riTual CommiTTee requesT
In accordance with Temple Isaiah’s practice of keeping the Misheberach list current we will be updating the list 
quarterly. Should you wish to keep or add your loved ones’ names to the list, please email the Temple office  
at administrator@templeisaiahsb.org or telephone the office at 631-751-8518.

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
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The members of Brotherhood hope 
everyone is enjoying their Summer.

Let’s recap some of the exciting 
things Brotherhood has been doing 
these past few months:

Temple Isaiah Brotherhood hosted  
the bi-monthly meeting of the Men 
of Reform Judaism on April 26th in 
the Social Hall. MRJ is an associa-
tion of Temple Brotherhood groups 
from Reform Temples across Long 
Island. Our own Jay Schoenfeld 
is currently the MRJ Long Island  
Chapter President. Rabbi Karol gave 
a fascinating presentation about 
Bob Dylan’s Jewish music.

Brotherhood Shabbat occurred on 
April 28th and was well attended. 
Thank you to Sisterhood for sponsor-
ing the Oneg for our service.

Brotherhood continued our tradition 
in support of the Religious School 
by cooking hamburgers and hot dogs 
for the End of the School Year BBQ 
on May 21st. It was well attended. 
Thank to Sisterhood and Parents  
Association for helping out in what 
was a really fun day.

This year’s Brotherhood Scholarship 
was awarded to Gabriel Kitt. Gabriel 
is a graduate of Comsewogue High 
School Class of 2022. He attended 
the Temple Isaiah Religious School
and was a member of the TIRS  
Confirmation Class of 2021. He is 
currently attending the University 
of Albany as a Political Science/ 
Criminal Justice double major. Con-
gratulations to Gabriel.

Brotherhood continued to have 
the Brotherhood Torah Study 

(Schmooze) on the 2nd Thursday 
evening of every month on Zoom, led 
by Steve Weitzman. The Schmooze 
will take the next few months off 
and will resume in October with the 
annual Brotherhood Dinner in the 
Sukkah.

Our next event will be Sunday, July 
23rd. This will be a meet and greet 
with our new Rabbi. This Nosh with 
Josh will be a great time for Broth-
erhood members to get to know our 
new rabbi.

We are also planning more events. 
Our next Jeopardy Game Night will 
take place on Wednesday evening, 
August 2nd at 7 pm. Everyone is 
welcome!

Jason Kitt
Brotherhood President

breaKinG bread wiTh broTherhood

Temple Isaiah Committees & Clubs

A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
meeT and GreeTs wiTh rabbi Gray

A special TI Brotherhood-only Nosh 
with Josh is scheduled for Sunday, 
July 23rd at 10 am in the Temple 
Courtyard. Come meet our new  
Rabbi. You can ask questions and 
hear from him directly about his  
exciting plans for Temple Isaiah.  

Let Rabbi Josh know your ideas, 
concerns and recommendations. 

This is a joyous time at our Temple. 
Come and celebrate a new begin-
ning! Please let me know if you will 
attend. For those who can’t be there 

on July 23rd, we have August 13th 
reserved as well. 

Regards, 
Rodger Jonas 
Mobile: 631-235-3115



@TempleIsaiahSB member union for reform Judaism facebook
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Temple Isaiah Photo Gallery



It was then that I carried you…
The Temple Isaiah Caring Committee is now up and running!  Our mission is to help celebrate
your simchas, and provide support during difficult life events. We can connect with you
through  phone calls and mailed cards, and can also provide referrals to outside resources when
they’re needed.

We can only do this work if we hear from the congregation.  If you have good news to share
(birth, wedding, etc.), please let us know.  If you or a family member are facing a serious illness
or challenge, or you have experienced the loss of a loved one, please tell us.  If you are feeling
isolated and would just like an occasional phone call, we’ll be there if you reach out. All you
need to do is email us at ticaringcommittee@gmail.com, call Sue Rosenzweig at 516-429-0620,
or call the temple office at 631-751-8518. Our committee will always work to respect your
privacy.

If you would like to volunteer, please reach out to us through any of the ways mentioned
above. We’d love to have you join us!

Lastly, our thanks to congregant Essie Freilach for painting our beautiful, hopeful sunflower
logo!

Be well!
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Rabbi / Cantor—Joshua Gray

Temple President—Howard Kanowitz

Administrator—Penny Gentile

Sisterhood Co-Presidents—Paula Bennett

    and Carole-Ann Gordon

Brotherhood President—Jason Kitt

Parents' Association Chair—Ellen Covino 

Rabbi Emeritus—Stephen A. Karol

Rabbi Emeritus—Adam D. Fisher

Cantor Emeritus—Michael F. Trachtenberg

Temple Isaiah   A    1404 Stony Brook Road, Stony Brook, N.Y.  11790 
(631) 751-8518   A    www.tisbny.org   A    administrator@TempleIsaiahsb.org

Sunshine Funds
It’s always the "right time" to make a contribu-
tion to your Temple, whether in honor of a living  
person or recent event, or in memory of some-
one special. Your donation can be added to your  
monthly invoice for easy book-keeping.

Minimum contribution is $10 

Prayer Book:  $45
Chumash:  $60
Tree of Life Leaf: $118
Pew Plaque:  $250
Memorial Board Plaque:  $360

Please call the office for more information regarding the 
above contributions. 

Beautification Fund
This fund exists to generate finances needed  
to renovate and beautify our synagogue. 

Our wall sculpture provides the opportunity to  
commemorate your support for Temple Isaiah.  
Plaques of different sizes are available in the  
following categories:

Contributor .............. $250 per year for 3 years
Sponsor ................... $500 per year for 3 years
Patron ................... $1000 per year for 3 years
Benefactor ............. $2500 per year for 3 years

To make a contribution, or if you have any questions, 
please call the office at 751-8518.

@TempleIsaiahSB member union for reform Judaism facebook


